
 

 
 

COMPARING LANGUAGE OF SELF-EMPOWERMENT 
STUDENT HANDOUT 1: EXCERPT FROM DAVID WALKER’S APPEAL TO THE COLOURED CITIZENS OF THE 
WORLD 
 

The following is excerpted from “Article I: Our Wretchedness in Consequence of Slavery” in 
David Walker’s Appeal to the Coloured Citizens of the World, first published in 1829. 
  
“I call upon the professing Christians, I call upon the philanthropist, I call upon the very tyrant 
himself, to show me a page of history, either sacred or profane, on which a verse can be found, 
which maintains, that the Egyptians heaped the insupportable insult upon the children of Israel, 
by telling them that they were not of the human family. Can the whites deny this charge? Have 
they not, after having reduced us to the deplorable condition of slaves under their feet, held us 
up as descending originally from the tribes of Monkeys or Orang-Outangs? O! my God! I appeal 
to every man of feeling--is not this insupportable? Is it not heaping the most gross insult upon 
our miseries, because they have got us under their feet and we cannot help ourselves? Oh! pity 
us we pray thee, Lord Jesus, Master.--Has Mr. Jefferson declared to the world, that we are 
inferior to the whites, both in the endowments of our bodies and of minds? It is indeed 
surprising, that a man of such great learning, combined with such excellent natural parts, 
should speak so of a set of men in chains. I do not know what to compare it to, unless, like 
putting one wild deer in an iron cage, where it will be secured, and hold another by the side of 
the same, then let it go, and expect the one in the cage to run as fast as the one at liberty. 
 
For you must remember that we are men as well as they. God has been pleased to give us two 
eyes, two hands, two feet, and some sense in our heads as well as they. They have no more 
right to hold us in slavery than we have to hold them, we have just as much right, in the sight 
of God, to hold them and their children in slavery and wretchedness, as they have to hold us, 
and no more. 
 
--when that hour arrives and you move, be not afraid or dismayed; for be you assured that 
Jesus Christ the King of heaven and of earth who is the God of justice and of armies, will surely 
go before you. And those enemies who have for hundreds of years stolen our rights, and kept 
us ignorant of Him and His divine worship, he will remove. Millions of whom, are this day, so 
ignorant and avaricious, that they cannot conceive how God can have an attribute of justice, 
and show mercy to us because it pleased Him to make us black--which colour, Mr. Jefferson 
calls unfortunate ! ! ! ! ! ! As though we are not as thankful to our God, for having made us as 
it pleased himself, as they, (the whites,) are for having made them white. They think because 
they hold us in their infernal chains of slavery, that we wish to be white, or of their color--but 
they are dreadfully deceived--we wish to be just as it pleased our Creator to have made us, and 
no avaricious and unmerciful wretches, have any business to make slaves of, or hold us in 
slavery. How would they like for us to make slaves of, and hold them in cruel slavery, and 
murder them as they do us?--  
 
But [are] Mr. Jefferson's assertions true? viz. "that it is unfortunate for us that our Creator has 
been pleased to make us black." We will not take his say so, for the fact. The world will have an 
opportunity to see whether it is unfortunate for us, that our Creator has made us darker than 
the whites. 



 

Fear not the number and education of our enemies, against whom we shall have to contend for 
our lawful right; guaranteed to us by our Maker; for why should we be afraid, when God is, and 
will continue, (if we continue humble) to be on our side? 
 
The man who would not fight under our Lord and Master Jesus Christ, in the glorious and 
heavenly cause of freedom and of God--to be delivered from the most wretched, abject and 
servile slavery, that ever a people was afflicted with since the foundation of the world, to the 
present day--ought to be kept with all of his children or family, in slavery, or in chains, to be 
butchered by his cruel enemies. 
 
I saw a paragraph, a few years since, in a South Carolina paper, which, speaking of the 
barbarity of the Turks, it said: "The Turks are the most barbarous people in the world--they 
treat the Greeks more like brutes than human beings." And in the same paper was an 
advertisement, which said: "Eight well built Virginia and Maryland Negro fellows and four 
wenches will positively be sold this day, to the highest bidder!" And what astonished me still 
more was, to see in this same humane paper! ! the cuts of three men, with clubs and budgets 
on their backs, and an advertisement offering a considerable sum of money for their 
apprehension and delivery. I declare, it is really so amusing to hear the Southerners and 
Westerners of this country talk about barbarity, that it is positively, enough to make a man 
smile.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teachers may use and reproduce the material on the Crafting Freedom website for instructional purposes. 


